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lectuals. What can the intellectuals answer to that? What
was the answer of the Russian intelligentsia after the revolu-
tion, of the Stepan Trofimoviches and the Karamazovs of
1917? They fled, and even now are awaiting the national
resurrection that Dostoevsky forecast in The Possessed. Ac-
cording to him, the demons will not stay forever in the great
bleeding body into which they have entered. One day they
will be expelled, "enter into the swine . . . and rush down
the steep into the lake and be drowned," as it is told in the
Gospel of Luke. According to him, "The sick man will be
healed and will sit at the feet of Jesus, and we will look at
with surprise."

The main character of The Possessed is Verkhovensky.
To portray him Dostoevsky, in addition to the newspaper
accounts of Nechaev, drew upon his personal recollections
of Speshnev, his own fellow conspirator in the "Petrashev-
sky" plot of whom he used to say, "I have a real Mephis-
topheles at my side."
Verkhovensky is truly a demonic figure. "At first he
charms you, then he offends you because his speech is too
clearly articulated and because his words are always studied
and prepared in advance." He is alternately obsequious and
insolent; he never lets himself go, he always calculates,
schemes, and throws out nets to catch the unwary. In the
revolutionary "group that he has organized everyone hates
and fears him. His idea of the revolution is diabolical: "Our
partisans are not only those who commit murder and arson,
those who let their pistols go off in the traditional manner
or bite their superiors. At best such people only embarrass
us. ... The schoolmaster who laughs at God along with
his pupils ... he is one of us. The lawyer who defends an